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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Forest Service is 
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and 
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


Today’s webcast is a recoding and as a result questions are not able to be addressed in real-
time. Please contact Patrick Rappold (Patrick.Rappold@usda.gov) or your Regional Wood 
Innovations Coordinator for answers to your questions.

The recording will be made available for viewing at the USDA Forest Service Wood Innovations 
homepage [https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-
innovation].

A copy of the presentation slide deck will be also be posted to the USDA Forest Service Wood 
Innovations homepage. 

Any content changes to the Application Form or Instructions, that deviate from the information 
provided in this pre-recorded webinar, will be posted on the USDA Forest Service Wood 
Innovations homepage.

mailto:Patrick.Rappold@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation


Addressing Questions and Discussion Items

Additional information may require you contacting 
your Regional Wood Innovations Coordinator. 

Every effort will be made answer questions raised.

Wood Innovations Regional Contacts
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation-contacts

States                                   USDA Forest Service Regional Contact
MT, ND, ID, NV, 
Northwestern SD, UT, & 
Western WY 

Julie Kies 406-370-3297 julie.kies@usda.gov

CO, KS, NE, SD, & WY Laura Wolf 303-275-5115 laura.wolf@usda.gov
AZ & NM Marc Estrada 505-842-3423 marc.estrada@usda.gov
CA, HI, Guam, and 
Trust Territories of the 
Pacific Islands

Larry Swan 707-562-8917 Laurence.Swan@usda.gov

Helena Murray 707-980-2375 helena.murray@usda.gov

OR & WA
Jim Archuleta 503-680-6870 james.archuleta@usda.gov

Adrian Kiser 503-808-2934 adrian.kiser@usda.gov
AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, 
MS, NC, OK, SC, TN, 
TX, VA, Virgin Islands, 
& Puerto Rico

Marcus Taylor 540-265-5120 marcus.taylor@usda.gov

CT, DE, DC, IL, IN, IA, 
ME, MD, MA, MI, MN, 
MO, NH, NJ, NY, OH, 
PA, RI, VT, WV, & WI

Lew McCreery 304-285-1538 lew.mccreery@usda.gov

AK Priscilla Morris 907-743-9467 priscilla.morris@usda.gov
Patrick Rappold, Regional Wood Utilization Specialist
Mobile: 414-477-9167
Patrick.Rappold@usda.gov

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation-contacts
mailto:julie.kies@usda.gov
mailto:laura.wolf@usda.gov
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mailto:adrian.kiser@usda.gov
mailto:marcus.taylor@usda.gov
mailto:lew.mccreery@usda.gov
mailto:priscilla.morris@usda.gov
mailto:patrick.Rappold@usda.gov


• System for Award Management (SAM)

• https://sam.gov/content/home

• 100% Free to Register

• DO NOT go through a third party that may 
charge for registration. 

• An Active SAM.gov registration is needed to 
finalize a grant agreement with the USDA 
Forest Service.

• When applying for funding through the 
WPIA program, provide a screenshot that 
you have begun the SAM.gov registration 
process. 

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home


What's the difference between only getting a Unique Entity 
ID and registering your entity?

An entity registration allows your organization the 
opportunity to receive a contract or assistance directly from 
the federal government, not from another contractor or 
awardee. You need to register your entity in SAM.gov 
when you want to bid on federal contracts as a prime 
contractor or seek federal assistance as a prime 
awardee. 

Getting a Unique Entity ID only: Some entities who do 
business with the government may choose not to register in 
SAM.gov, for example, sub-awardees. In this case, those 
entities cannot bid directly on federal contracts as a prime 
contractor or seek federal assistance as a prime awardee. 
If this is the goal of the entity, they can go to SAM.gov and 
get a Unique Entity ID only (no entity registration required). 
The information required for getting a Unique Entity ID 
without registration is minimal. It only validates your 
organization's legal business name and address. 

Only having a Unique Entity ID is not sufficient. If 
awarded financial assistance an entity must be 
fully registered in SAM.gov. 

Source: SAM.gov Frequently Asked Questions

When applying for funding through the WPIA 
program, provide a screenshot that you have 
begun the SAM.gov registration process. 

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0051214&sys_kb_id=dd40f4ef1b9641d0937fa64ce54bcb7a&spa=1
https://sam.gov/content/home


Wood Products Infrastructure Assistance (WPIA)

• Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance #10.725

• Minimum Request $50,000

• Maximum Request $1,000,000

• Eligible Applicants: For-profit entities; state, local 
governments; Indian Tribes; school districts; 
community, not-for-profit organizations; institutions of 
higher education; and special purpose districts (e.g., 
public utilities districts, fire districts, conservation 
districts, and ports).

• Official notifications of when the USDA Forest 
Service will begin accepting applications and the 
deadline to apply will be posted on the Wood 
Innovations website -
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-
forest-products/wood-innovation

Small-Diameter Ponderosa Pine Log Processing Facility in Northern Arizona. 
Image Source: USDA Forest Service

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation


National Strategies

A CALL

FOR

DECISIVE ACTION



Purpose
Provide financial assistance to an entity seeking to establish, 
reopen, retrofit, expand, or improve a sawmill or other wood-
processing facility that will utilize the byproducts from ecosystem 
restoration projects on federal or Indian lands at risk of unnaturally 
severe wildfire or insect or disease infestation. The facility must be in 
near proximity to the ecosystem restoration project. 

A Baseline for Restoration – USDA Forest Service 
[https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/national-forests-
grasslands/restoration] 

All or parts of national forests and grasslands need restoring when 
they have been:

• Degraded: subtle or gradual changes that reduce the ecological 
integrity and health

• Damaged: acute to obvious changes in the ecosystem

• Destroyed: severe degradation or damage removes all macroscopic life 
and drastically alters the physical environment.

Fremont Winema National Forest, thinned ponderosa pine stand 
Image Source: USDA Forest Service

https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/national-forests-grasslands/restoration


Ecological Restoration Examples – Forest 
Restoration

Forest Restoration Activities in Northern Arizona Image Source: USDA Forest Service

TREATEDUNTREATED



Ecological Restoration Examples –
Grassland Restoration

Grassland Restoration Activities in Southern Utah Image Source: USDA Forest Service



Byproducts

Logs, slash, chips, etc.  

Images provided by USDA Forest Service



Eligible Activities

• Establish, 

• Reopen, 

• Retrofit, 

• Expand, or 

• Improve a sawmill or other wood-processing 
facility that will utilize the byproducts from projects on 
federal or Indian lands that have been identified as at 
risk for fire, insect, or disease and a high priority for 
ecological restoration.

• The facility must be in near proximity to the 
ecosystem restoration project.

• Federal funds may not be used for construction; 
however, they may be included in the cooperators 
share.

Sawmill Equipment in New Mexico. Image Source: USDA Forest Service



Not Just Sawmills

Commercial plant propagation in the 
northeast United States using woody 
biomass to produce heat for the green 
houses.

Images provided by USDA Forest Service



Not Just Sawmills
Heat generation using woody biomass on 
a college campus in the southwest United 
States. 

Images provided by USDA Forest Service



Not Just Sawmills

Images courtesy of Marcus Kauffman, Oregon Department of Forestry

High volume firewood 
production facility in the 
pacific northwest United 
States. 



Eligibility

• For-profit entities; state, local governments; Indian Tribes; school districts; 
community, not-for-profit organizations; institutions of higher education; 
and special purpose districts (e.g., public utilities districts, fire districts, 
conservation districts, and ports).

• Facility must be in close proximity to federal or Indian lands and procure 
raw materials from federal or Indian lands. Further clarification of “in close 
proximity” will be posted on the Wood Innovations website. 

• Successful applicants will address how financial support will enable 
increased utilization of byproducts from ecosystem restoration projects and 
how this assistance will help reduce restoration costs.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
Wood Innovations Homepage

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation


Funding 

• Program Funding Up To:               $12,500,000

Award Ceiling: $1,000,000
Award Floor:         $50,000

• No requirements for match to the financial 
request; however, cooperator contribution 
funding level is a project selection criteria.

• Applicants are more likely to be funded if it can 
be shown that at least 25% of the total project 
cost originates from non-federal dollars.   An 
exception to this preference is if the project will 
benefit a disadvantaged community.

• Federal funds cannot be used for 
construction of buildings (facilities), federal 
funds can be used to reimburse for facility 
engineering, permitting, or design costs.

• Procurement of mobile equipment (e.g., 
forklifts, skidders, feller bunchers, self-
propelled in-woods chipping units) will NOT 
be funded under this funding opportunity. 
Use of federal funds to lease mobile 
equipment will be allowed if they are not 
lease-to-own arrangements.

• The purchase of mobile equipment will be 
allowed for Indian Tribes.



Application & Instructions

• Application and instructions are available 
for download at the Wood Innovations 
homepage.

• Submit application and associated federal 
grant forms to Patrick.Rappold@usda.gov.

• Deadline to apply for financial assistance 
to be determined. 

• Highlight or identify confidential 
information that should not be included in 
public information releases. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
Wood Innovations Homepage

mailto:Patrick.rappold@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
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CHARACTER LIMITED FORMS

Description of Project and Financial Plan 

Describe the intended project activities and financial need of the 
project facility. Describe the planned project activities that will (1) 
Utilize meaningful volumes of byproducts from ecosystem restoration 
activities on federal lands or Tribal lands and/or (2) Improve 
manufacturing efficiencies to ensure continued operations at the 
project facility. In addition, describe how the financial assistance will 
play a role in creating long-term wood utilization that will support 
continued ecosystem restoration work on federal or Tribal lands. 
Identify the following: 

1. What are the project goals and objectives? 

2. How will the financial assistance be used to increase wood 
utilization capacity or manufacturing efficiencies at the project 
facility? 

3. What is the anticipated impact of the financial assistance on the 
ability of federal or Tribal land managers to reduce wildfire risk or 
insect and disease infestation? 

4. Identify how the project will assist in reducing the cost of 
conducting ecological restoration projects that generate byproducts 
such as logs and woody biomass. 







 Applicants should be aware that the purchase 
of equipment greater than $5,000 with Forest 
Service funds creates a federal interest in the 
equipment until the value of the equipment 
falls below $5,000.

 Applicants are strongly encouraged to use 
non-federal funding to purchase equipment 
and use federal financial assistance to cover 
other relevant project associated costs, which 
include but are not limited to the engineering, 
design, transportation, and installation of the 
equipment.

 While awarded federal funds cannot be used 
for construction of buildings (facilities), federal 
funds can be used to reimburse for facility 
engineering, permitting, or design costs. 

 Procurement of mobile equipment (e.g., 
forklifts, skidders, feller bunchers, self-
propelled in-woods chipping units) will NOT be 
funded under this funding opportunity. 

 Use of federal funds to lease mobile equipment 
will be allowed if they are not lease-to-own 
arrangements. 

 The purchase of mobile equipment will be 
allowed for Indian Tribes.



 Federal funds cannot be used for construction 
of buildings (facilities). 

 Construction costs incurred by the applicant 
can be used as leverage (non-federal dollars).

 Federal funds can be used to reimburse for 
facility engineering, design costs, or 
installation of equipment. 
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Appendices

Required

1. Resumes of project team members and highly 
relevant partners.

2. If applicable, a list of all other funds (federal, state, 
private) received, that are closely related to this 
financial request within the last 5 years (include 
agency, program name, and dollar amount).

3. A screen shot from SAM.gov showing either an 
active registration or that the registration process 
has been initiated in SAM.gov.

4. Letters of financial support specifying financial 
commitment of non-federal funding contributions 
(cash or in-kind) to the project.

Optional

1. Copies of current contracts for the removal, 
disposal, or purchase of wood products from 
federal, tribal, state, county, city, or private lands.

2. Cost quotes from equipment manufacturers or 
firms for items or services directly related to the 
financial request for assistance.

3. Feedstock supply studies.

4. Letters of support for the project from land 
management agencies, tribal governments, or 
private landowners.

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home


Reporting Requirements

• Program Reports: Quarterly
performance reports are 
required for this program, 
describing performance to date, 
benchmarks, and identification 
of any barriers.

• Expenditure Reports: Quarterly
financial reports (SF-425) are 
required for this program. 



Addressing Questions and Discussion Items

Additional information may require you contacting 
your Regional Wood Innovations Coordinator. 

Every effort will be made answer questions raised.
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Brian Brashaw
Assistant Director, Cooperative Forestry

Wood Innovations
Mobile: 608-334-5819

brian.k.brashaw@usda.gov

Patrick Rappold
Regional Wood Utilization Specialist

Mobile: 414-477-9167
Patrick.Rappold@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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