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Shameless 
plug for our 
first webinar

http://www.conservationwebinars.net/ Search “OSHA”

http://www.conservationwebinars.net/


What is our 
responsibility as an 
NRCS employee?
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NRCS Supplement to OSHA
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NRCS Supplement to OSHA
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NRCS Supplement to OSHA 
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Do we have a dust 
problem?
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The road must be 
passable and safe for 
us to ingress and 
inspect the site.



5.3.2 Single-Lane Haul Roads.  Single-lane haul roads with two-way traffic shall have 
adequate turnouts.  Where turnouts are not practical, a traffic control system shall 
be provided to prevent accidents.

5.3.3 Two-Way Hauls Roads.  On two-way haul roads, arrangements are to be such 
that vehicles travel on the right side whenever possible.  Signs and traffic control 
devices are to be employed to indicate clearly any variations from a right-handed 
traffic pattern.  The road shall be wide enough to permit safe passage of opposing 
traffic, considering the type of hauling equipment used.

5.3.4 Design and Construction of Haul Roads.  Haul road design criteria and 
drawings, if requested by the Contracting Officer are to be submitted for approval 
prior to road construction.  Sustained grades shall not exceed 12 percent and all 
curves shall have open-sight line with as great a radius as practical.  All roads shall 
be posted with curve signs and maximum speed limits that will permit equipment to 
be stopped within one-half the minimum sight distance.
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5.3.5 Operators.  
Machinery and 
mechanized equipment 
shall be operated only 
by authorized qualified 
persons.
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5.3.6 RIDING ON 
EQUIPMENT.  Riding on 
equipment by unauthorized 
personnel is prohibited.  Seating 
and safety belts shall be 
provided for the operator and 
all passengers.
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5.3.8 HOURS OF OPERATION.  Except in emergencies, an 
equipment operator shall not operate any mobile or 
hoisting equipment for more than 12 hours without an 8-
hour rest interval away from the job.
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5.5 ROLLOVER PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES (ROPS)

5.5.1 ROLLOVER PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES.  OSHA 1926, Subpart W, Overhead 
Protections, Sections 1001 and 1002 are applicable regardless of the year in which 
the equipment was manufactured and regardless of the struck capacity of the 
equipment.

5.5.2  EQUIMENT REQUIREING ROPS.  The requirement for ROPS meeting 5.5.1 
above applies to crawler and rubber-tired tractors such as dozers, push-an-pull 
tractors, winch tractors, tractors with backhoes, and mowers:  off-highway, self-
propelled, pneumatic-tired earthmovers, including scrapers, motor graders and 
loaders; and roller, compactors, water tankers (excluding trucks with cabs).  There 
requirements also apply to agricultural and industrial tractors and similar 
equipment.
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5.5.3 EQUIPMENT REQUIRING SEATBELTS.  The 
requirements for seatbelts as specified in OSHA 
Subpart 0, Motor Vehicles, Mechanized Equipment, 
and Marine Operations, Section 1926.602 shall also 
apply to self-propelled compactors and rollers, and 
rubber-tired skid-steer equipment.

If it is required to have ROPS, it is required to have 
seatbelts!  If it has seatbelts, operators are required 
to wear them.  
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OSHA 1926.602 No employer shall permit earthmoving or 
compacting equipment which has an obstructed view to the 
rear to be used in reverse gear unless the equipment has in 
operation a reverse signal alarm distinguishable from the 
surrounding noise level or an employee signals that it is safe to 
do so.
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OSHA 1926.604  All equipment used in site clearing 
operations shall be equipment with rollover guards 
meeting the requirements of this subpart.  In 
addition, rider-operated equipment shall be equipped 
with an overhead and rear canopy guard meeting the 
following requirements:

The overhead covering on the canopy shall be of not 
less that 1/8-inch plate steel plate or 1/4-inch woven 
wire mesh with openings no greater than 1 inch, or 
equivalent.

The openings in the rear of the canopy structure shall 
be covered with not less than 1/4-inch woven wire 
mesh with openings no greater than 1 inch.
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Unintended Uses of Equipment
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Other Equipment 
Safety Issues
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Where to Get More Information
• NRCS General Manual

• http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/default.aspx
• National Engineering Manual (NEM)

• http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=27418
• NRCS National Engineering Handbook (NEH) Part 645

• http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=31701
• Occupational Safety and Health Admin.

• web site: www.osha.gov
• Conservation Webinars (Search for OSHA)

• http://conservationwebinars.net/
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