
WRITING HIGH IMPACT 
NEWSPAPER, DIGITAL 
ARTICLES, AND BLOG 

POSTS FOR THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC

Webinar will begin at 1pm EST
Today’s webinar will be recorded

Association of Natural 
Resources Extension 
Professionals

https://anrep.org/ 

https://anrep.org/


WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
ANREP: Association of Natural Resource Extension 
Professionals 

A national association for Cooperative Extension Service (CES) 
professionals (and other outreach educators) working in natural 
resources

Please consider becoming a member!

Benefits: Professional development and networking 
opportunities, biennial conference (Wilmington, NC in 2026), 
awards program
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WEBINAR SERIES
Series developed in response to ANREP Professional & 
Leadership Development member survey responses 
(2023) - indicated interest in short, interactive webinars 
on communications and other topics

One door prize awarded at end of webinar. Fill out the 
evaluation at the end of the webinar to have a chance to 
win

More information about this committee or the webinar 
series, please contact: Holly Campbell, Chair, ANREP 
PLD, hollycam@uga.edu 
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TODAY’S WEBINAR
Presented by: 
Dr. David Coyle
Associate Professor Forest 
Health and Invasive Species, 
Forestry and Environmental 
Conservation Department, 
Clemson University

4



Writing high impact newspaper, 
digital articles, and blog posts for 

the general public

Dr. Dave Coyle
Dept. of Forestry and 

Environmental Conservation
Clemson University

@drdavecoyle

2025 ANREP Webinar Series
13 January 2025



But first…a disclaimer…



What are we talking about?

Newspapers
Blog posts
Magazines

Social media posts



How does this work?

Newspapers

Make pitches
Have good images

Usually work with editor but how much varies



Newspaper examples

National newspaper – just interviewed

State newspaper – just interviewed, help w/ text

Local newspaper – you write it!



How does this work?

Blog posts – depends on the blog!

If big organization:
Make pitches

Have good images

Usually work with editor but how much varies



How does this work?

Blog posts – depends on the blog!

Official university blogs
(e.g., Clemson HGIC: https://hgic.clemson.edu/)  

Work with editor but YOU do most of the writing

https://hgic.clemson.edu/


How does this work?

Blog posts – depends on the blog!

If private blog, you do what you want

…but is it a legitimate source of info? 



How does this work?

Digital articles (e.g., magazines)

Typically you will:
Make pitches

Need good images

Usually work with editor but how much varies



Digital articles examples

https://www.backpacker.com/news-and-events/news/joro-spider-great-smoky-mountains/ 

https://www.backpacker.com/news-and-events/news/joro-spider-great-smoky-mountains/


Digital articles examples



Digital articles examples



How does this work?

Social media
(it’s basically the Wild West)



What should I put in there?



Content for digital articles should be:

Timely



Content for digital articles should be:

Timely
Interesting



Content for digital articles should be:

Timely
Interesting
Useful



Content for digital articles should be:

Timely
Interesting
Useful
Relevant



So how do you write these things?

Conversationally
No jargon (if you use it, explain it)

Only necessary information
Helpful links are great!



How do you know it’s ready?

Get yourself a Betty!!

Seriously though, have someone outside your 
discipline read it.



Measuring the 
impact of your 
digital article



Digital writing is 
like fireworks



It’s here.



It might be 
awesome.



And then it’s gone.



Measuring impact

Page views
Downloads

Social media metrics
Readership/subscribership

*all are estimates only*
(you don’t know who actually read the article)
(you can’t really measure the impact without 

targeted follow-up surveys)



Questions?
dcoyle@clemson.edu

The socials: @drdavecoyle
www.drdavecoyle.com 

mailto:dcoyle@clemson.edu
http://www.drdavecoyle.com/


Find all the upcoming & recorded 
Webinars from the ANREP series 
on the Forestry Webinar Portal 
(forestrywebinars.net):
https://forestrywebinars.net/sponsor-
pages/association-of-natural-resource-
extension-professionals-anrep 

Click on the export to 
calendar link, 

in order to save this 
event on your calendar

3. Join the Webinar 
by clicking the Join button up to 30 Minutes 
before the webinar starts. 

This Join button will appear 30 minutes 
before the webinar start time

2. Save the webinar to your Calendar!

https://forestrywebinars.net/sponsor-pages/association-of-natural-resource-extension-professionals-anrep
https://forestrywebinars.net/sponsor-pages/association-of-natural-resource-extension-professionals-anrep
https://forestrywebinars.net/sponsor-pages/association-of-natural-resource-extension-professionals-anrep


Thank you for joining this webinar

Subscribe to the Webinar Portal to learn 
about upcoming webinars!

https://forestrywebinars.netGo to: 
Click subscribe (lower right side of page)



Recordings will be 
available after the 
live version. You can 
also certify your 
attendance, provide 
feedback, and 
complete the 
evaluation



REMINDER
Complete the webinar evaluation (at 
the end of the webinar) to have a 
chance to win!

More information about this 
committee or the webinar series, please 
contact: Holly Campbell, Chair, 
ANREP PLD, hollycam@uga.edu 
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