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Our Mission: We deliver conservation solutions so agricultural
producers can protect natural resources and feed a growing world.

A

Helping our clients manage their natural resources and achieve their goals while at
the same time meeting the producers responsibility to care for the land

NRCS is USDA’s technical agency for providing assistance to private land managers,
. conservation dlstrlcts tribes, and other organizations in planning and carrying out
conservation ac s and programs

o fulfill our mission.
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Hugh Hammond Bennett's list of what soil
conservation does. (1940)

1. Holds sail and its cantents of plant nutrients in fields, pastures, and woodlands

2. Maintains or increases the supply of beneficial organic matter and organisms in the soil

% Keeps land productive Soil Erosion

4. Stores rainfall in the soil for crop use Soil Health

5. Increases diversification of crops Efficient use/storage of water
6. Increases per acre yields Diversity

7. Makes cultivation easier and more efficient Economics

8. Reduces cost of operation and maintenance of farm machinery Flood control

9. Increases farm income Water qu ali ty

10. Reduces waste of rainfall and helps control floods Wildlife

11, Reduces the illing of stream channels, ditches, and reservoirs with the debris of erosion Partnerships

12. Reduces stream pollution Relationships

1. Improves conditions for wildlife and fish Human/ Social considerations

14. Puts all land into productive use according to adaptability TN L e i »
15, Develops cooperation of people working together on cammaon problems
16, Causes people to love the land and develops appreciation of rural life

17. Encourages people to work together in a neighbaorly way.
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ammon iples a
“Elements of Conservation” d:

~ Consider the needs and capabilities of each acre within
the plan

Consider the client’s facilities, machinery,
and economic situation

Incorporate the client’s willingness to try
new practices

Consider the land’s relationship to the entire farm,
ranch, or watershed
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Emphasis: What the land (natural resources)
needs, not what the producer wants

* |ldentify and assess resource concerns

. . . . . . PHASEIl PHASE Il _PHASE Il
—_ S Ite VI S |tS, P | a n n I ng C rlte rl a , a Ssess m e nt Collection & Analysis Decision Support Application & Evaluation
to 0 | S ﬂ Evaluate N
* Work with clients to develop solutions -
. . . {ifennidtiy Formulate Make
— Alternatives, Conservation practices, Fresiems atemaines | Deciins RN

discussions with client ol e ) e )
* Provide assistance to implement e |
solutions on the ground
— Technical Assistance — site visits, IR’s,
designs
— Financial Assistance
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What are Natural
Resources
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What is a Conservation Plan

natural

resource
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Desired Future Condition

A quantitative or gualitative expression

of an ecological, economic, or
social condition one is attempting

to achieve. This goal is compared a1

B

with the predicted outcomes of N TR

t torght: Yath anc
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alternative implementation options.
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» Establish relationship between client,
planner and Land

— Client — Planning objectives need to be
based on clients needs and values regarding
the use, management and treatment of
area, history

— Planner — Experience and knowledge of the .
area, solutions to problems and ability to Cl|ent
influence or motivate client

— Land - Soil-water-plant-animal interactions

* Planning = Transfer of Knowledge

— Listen to client — guide them to decision Land Planner
making

— Landowners put conservation on the ground
— we influence them and motivate them.

Clients will make and implement sound decisions if they understand their resources,
natural resource concerns and opportunities, and the effects of their decisions.
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Our Foundation - Conservation Planning
Conservation Planning — Its what we DQ!

1. Producer

NOT Conservation SEEKS Cost share
Planning!

2. FO assists with
5. Practices application for program
applied,

certified and

payment made

4. Contract 3. Planning based on what the
developed producer wants and what the
program requires (i.e. ranking)
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Policy and Guidance for
Conservation Planning
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Guidance Resources

To assist the planner throughout the process, NRCS
maintains various policy, manuals, handbooks, and guides.

National Range and —— .
Pasture Handbook S

L creys Natim}al o1
b Advanced Search Aowicuane Planning Procedures
Advanced search il ATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
) Wil . Handbook (NPPH), vt poACTEE STAEASE
b Search Tips e Edition 1 Terrace
Revtsion | "
b R55 sk cone o
— G s .
Browse by Directive ety National el U—
Engineering

b General Manual Gt Handbook e e e

ce. o more cf the
# Handbooks .

. Section’ Sedimentation
b Intraoffice Instructions s
|
b Manuals
Table of Contents

F Mational Bulletins Chapter 1 — Introduction

~ i Chapter 2 — Sediment Properties
P National Instructions Chapter 3 Erosion

Chapter 4 - Transmission of Sediment by Water

. Chapter 5 - Deposition of Sediment

b Technical Notes Chapter 6 -- Sediment Sources, Yields, and Delivery Ratios
Chapter 7 - Field Investigations and Surveys

Chapter 8 - Sediment-Storage Design Criteria

Chapter 9 — Units and Equivalents

I Technical Releases

[T T r—pp——y

NRCS, KS
MayZ013

b User Guides
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National Planning Directives

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/asl/national/people/employee/

Established to help implement legislated laws
and regulations

_ Interpret laws to make them more understandable
Sources of Direction for Conservation Planning T i
_ Policy (GM 180, 190) st

« Concur Travel System b RSS

- Procedure (NPPH) o s

+ eDirectives

b General Manual

~ Manuals (FSA Compliance, Programs) e S
- H a n d boo ks :E:ﬂﬁgi.ip EE b Intraoffice Instructions

* FIVIl document management system .M I
+ National Planning Procedures anuais

_ Technical Guidance (GM450, FOTG) S e resmancune || » National Buletns

+ National Publications & Distribution

- Tools (FOTG, Internal) oammmenel 0

* NFC - National Finance Center I Technical Notes
* ProTracts

_ Program Guidance (Programs Manuals and = e e

+ Receipt for Service

h d b k + Resource Stewardship (RSET) b User Guides
a n O O S + Science & Technology Training
Library &
+ Soil Resources

« Thrift Savings Plan &
» WebTA

WDA CONNECT

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

USDA Connect
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Conservation Planning Policy GM180, Part 409 - Key Points

* Conservation
NRCS provides to clients
e Purpose - to prevent the degradation of resources
and to ensure their sustained use and productivity,
while considering the client’s economic and social
needs.
e Conservation planning is conducted with the
client — In the field
* Work progressively towards a resource
management system (RMS) level of
management.
* Conservation plan is developed and
documents the client’s selected alternative.
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Conservation Planning Policy GM180, Part 409 - Key Points

[} Tltle 180 Title 180 — National Pl anning Procedures Hang dbook
United States N i I
Part 600 (180-NPPH-600), provides procedures and I L roiing Procediines
guidance on implementing the NRCS conservation reace: — Handbook (NPPH),

Service Amendment 9
planning process.

* Establishes standards (Handout)
* All plans approved / signed by NRCS designated
and Client

* The signature of the NRCS conservation
planner certifies that the conservation plan
meets the needs of the client; NRCS
conservation planning policy, procedures, and
standards; and any applicable program or
provision requirements.

(H_180_600 - NPPH, 1st Ed., Amend. 9, Dec. 2021)
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Conservation Planning Policy GM180, Part 409 - Key Points

(3) The following persons are required to obtain the Level I, IIT or IV conservation planner
designations as defined in 180-GM-409-409.9.

1) NRCS emplovees with conservation planning as a major dutv mcluded 1n their official
ploy P g ] ty
position description.

(11) Partner organization or agency employees, including conservation districts, acting on
behalt of NRCS and independently assisting customers through the nine-step

conservation planning process tor developing RMS or progressive conservation plans for
NRCS conservation programs.

A conservation planner is a person who
possesses the necessary skills, training, and
experience to implement the NRCS planning

process to meet client objectives in solving
resource concerns.

Employees/partners will be designated one of
the following roles:

* Level I Conservation Planner

 Level Il (Technical Specialist)

 Level lll Conservation Planner
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Conservation Planning Policy GM180, Part 409 - Key Points

* Policy requires that all conservation planning
conducted by NRCS follow guidance in the FOTG.

e All NRCS-designated conservation planners will
develop conservation plans that contain
conservation practices that meet all NRCS
standards and specifications as documented in the
FOTG.
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The Field Office Technical Guides

The FOTG are the primary technical reference for NRCS and are localized to apply
specifically to an identified geographic area.

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/

e 32

Support  Help  Login

@ FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE

Welcome to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

Select a state for documents.

State:

‘ Oklahoma (OK) v SUBMIT

About FOTG FOTG Sections

Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical Section 1 - General Resource References ‘Section 3 - Resource Concerns and Planning Criteria

information about the conservation of soil, water, ai, and related plant and animal resources - General state maps + NRCS Quality Criteria, which establish standards for resource conditions that help provide
+ Descriptions of Major Land Resource Areas, watershed information, and links to NRCS sustained use

Technical quides used in each field office are localized so that they apply specifically to the
geographic area for which they are prepared. These documents are referred to as Field Office
Technical Guides (FOTGS)

reference manuals and handbooks

Section 4 - Practice Standards and Supporting Documents

+ NRCS Conservation Practice Standards that define the practice and where it applies. Practice
specifications are detailed requirements for installing the practice in the state.

Links to researchers, universities, and agencies we work with,
Conservation practice costs and agricultural laws and regulations.

Appropriate parts of the Field Office Technical Guides are automated as databases, computer T )

programs, and other electronic-based materials such as those included in these web based + Detailed information about soil, water, ai, plant, and anima resources Section 5 - Conservation Effects

pages  Cultural resources and information about protected plant and animal species + Background information on how Conservation Practices affect each identified resource
- NRCS Soil Surveys, Hydric Soils , Ecological Stte , Forage Suitability Concems inthelStalel

Groups, Cropland Production Tables, Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides, Water Quality Guides,
and other related information can be found here as it becomes available

NRCSHome | USDAgov | SiteMap | GiilRights | FOIA | Accessibility Statement | Support (Help Desk)

Privacy Policy | NonDiscrimination Statement | Information Quality | USAgov | Whitehousegovr | FOTGV53.075
USDA United States

=—8 Department of
_ Agriculture
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The Field Office Technical Guides

The FOTG contains five sections supporting the technical aspects
of conservation planning activities as identified below:

@ FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE e 3

Support Help Log In

Welcome to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

Select a state for documents.

State:

Qklahoma (OK) v
« “All certified conservation planners will develop

Document Tree Document Search Recently Changed

conservation plans that contain conservation
S practices that meet NRCS standards and

Section 3 - Resource Concerns and Planning Criteria

specifications as documented in the FOTG”. From
GM Title 180, Part 409, 409.3 G.

Section 4 - Practice Standards and Supporting Documents

1 1 1 1 1

Section 5 - Conservation Effects

NRCS Home USDAgov | SiteMap | Civil Rights FOIA | Accessibility Statement | Support (Help Desk)
Privacy Policy MonDiscrimination Statement Information Quality USA gov Whitehouse gov FOTGv5.3.0.75

LJ_SDA United States

=—=-= Department of
_ Agriculture
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Job Approval Authority
Applies to all practices
* Engineering (NEM Section 210 Part 501)
e ECS(GM 190 Part 417 (state supplement)
What is JAA - The certification granted to an individual that has

demonstrated the appropriate knowledge, skill, and abilities to plan,

design, and certify installation of a given conservation practice
Must be earned — not automatic - After Level | achieved

Experience

Training

Demonstrated competence
Cannot operate without it and/or outside limits assigned

NRCS Policy

State Law - Engineering

ONRGS
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Job Approval Authority

* Inventory & Evaluation (Planning)
* On-site observations, assessment tools
* Preparation of sound alternative

solutions of sufficient intensity for the

* Ensures practices are:
P cooperator to make treatment

* Planned Properly decisions
* Designed to accepted criteria * Design
* Constructed / implemented to « Developing supporting data,
meet design life and safety drawings/specifications to ensure that

the planned practice will meet the
purpose for which it is installed

* Includes setting specific inspection or
monitoring requirements

* Installation

e Confirmation that the practice is installed
according to the conservation practice
standard, specifications, and certification
of practice completion

requirements
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* Operate within your JAA

— Know what you are
assigned— don’t plan, design
or certify for anything not
assigned

— Know CPS standards

— Only work on CPS you are
comfortable with — OK to
rely on others

U.S. Department of Agriculture
INatural Resourees Consenvation Senvice

ENGINEERING JOB APPROVAL AUTHORITY

OK-ENG-1
Mar-16

Title: Date:|
(Responsible Engineer)
Title:| ] Dates] ]
(Supervisor)
Name:| Title:| | Grage:] | office: |

Inot listed require prior state office approval.

* GENERAL NOTE - All practices listed in this Job Approval Authority are limited to low hazard potential practices only. All higher hazard potential practices or practice codes

Waximum | Maximum | Maximum
Practice Practice Name Controlling Approval | Approval | Approval
Code or Component Factor Units Class| [ Classii | Classiil | Classiv | Classv 18E Design | _Constr.
* All Practices Class Low Low Low Low Low
cefined in NEM 503
Surface T Kind il asphalt || Concrete. Al
Lo 000 5000 [ 20000 i
560 Access Foad L
WMazimumGrace | Per 5 20 Al
CulvertPipe n 2 i & 7
rnerdmerts for Treamertof | Number of Poulty
st Agriculural Waste Houses Tresled Each Here 2 : s A
See Cortraling
il Martaity Faciity S o
3 Normal Martally - Composting [ 129 I reatment cuR Nere 1200 1500 5500 Al
Normal Mortait - echarical MordiyRele | Lbsicky Nore Nore Nore Al Al
50 Anionie Pelyacrlarmids (PAM) brea Treated bo a @ 0 60 A
Applicaiion
B Aauacuiture Ponds ¥
30 Beckling brea te @ wo | w0 | s A
Name:  Alan V. Davis Title: Rangeland Specialist Location: State Office
Concurred by: Anthony Burns Title: Area Resource Conservationist Date: 5/24/2016

cltural and environmental impacts will be considered before a

ETHICS STATEMENT

In exercising Job Approval Authority as shown below, 1 agree to utiize my assigned technical approval authrity only for work that 1 am competentand qualified to perform. Econormic, sodal,
conservation practice is recommended. T will seek assistznce from others when compliczting factors warrant.

Talso understand that conservation practices @n have negative effeds on some resources. 1agree 0 consider theimpacts of practices on all resources before reconmending their use.

Employee signature: Date:
Conservation Practice Lead Discipline Controlling Units Job Class MAX APPR AUTHORITY Approved
1 n n w V. landE Design Const by date
Planning /Dev /install
311 Alley Cropping EcoSci ESDFor Nomberofweespecies Momber 1 2 H au A 5 PO BobGrahum 3042016
314 Bush)Msagement EcoSci ESDFor Treament type Mechani Mechanics Mechaniea Allwmt Allwtmt Al 5 5 5
al, 1 ot ooms o
chemical sbovegron with 200t
or bum ad trmtor
trmt bumumt andor
burn trmt
EcoSci  ESD-  Ecological Sites Member 1 5 10 al all 5 1
Rangeland
MetSp
338 Prescribed Buming EcoSei ESDFor Fuel volatility Fuel I » » N UNDER. 3 3 Joe Famaer 342016
REVEW REVEW REVEW REVEW REVEW

class
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Wrap Up

Conservation planners have a great deal of information
available to them through policy, manuals, handbooks,
the FOTG, bulletins and circulars.

Much of this information can be found in e Directives.
however other sources may be on a shelf or in a file
cabinet in the field or State office.
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