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Management Plan Template for Wildlife Forestry 
Practices in Bottomland Forests

Why create a template? 

• Inform and guide foresters, 
land managers, and 
landowners on wildlife 
forestry practices in 
bottomland hardwood forests. 

• Address knowledge gaps

• Provide information in an 
easily digestible way

• Creates pathway to apply for 
cost-share funding or forest 
certification

putting the forest first

What is wildlife forestry? 
Wildlife forestry is managing forestland to 
improve wildlife habitat, as well as overall forest 
health, while improving timber stand conditions, 
providing for forest regeneration, and producing 
forest products in an ever-changing environment 
(Locascio 2019). 
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Management Plan Template for Wildlife Forestry 
Practices in Bottomland Forests

putting the forest first

This template was developed by the Forest Stewards 
Guild with assistance from individuals from:

• National Audubon Society
• US Fish and Wildlife Service 
• NC Forest Service 
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• Enviva Biomass
• GFR Forestry Consultants
• Milliken Forestry
• South Carolina Forestry Commission

Many minds make great work!
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Management Plan Template for Wildlife Forestry 
Practices in Bottomland Forests

putting the forest first

This template incorporates information from 
several leading resources such as: 

• Bird-Friendly BMPs for Bottomland Forests 
in the Carolinas by the National Audubon 
Society (2016)

• Regenerating and Managing Natural Stands 
of Bottomland Hardwoods by Kellison et al 
(1988)

• North Carolina Wildlife Action Plan by 
NCWRC (2015)

The creation of this template was made possible thanks to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 
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Management Plan Template for Wildlife Forestry 
Practices in Bottomland Forests

putting the forest first
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How to Use: the Fillable Template

putting the forest first

1. As a land manager, forester, or other 
natural resource practitioner, you can fill 
out the information as you would in a 
standard forest management plan. 

2. The fillable template provides guidelines 
on what information is needed for a 
plan to be eligible for a number of 
certification programs, such as Forest 
Stewardship Council or Tree Farm, as 
well as cost-share programs such as the 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program through NRCS.

3. When it comes to management 
recommendations, the template 
includes a list of general 
recommendations for wildlife habitat 
management. More information can be 
found in the supporting Appendices. 
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How to Use: the Appendices

putting the forest first

1. The supporting Appendices provide the 
context for the Template.

2. For practitioners, this guide describes 
habitat features needed for wildlife in 
bottomland sites and provides 
information on how to manage the 
forest to achieve reaching wildlife goals. 

3. As a landowner, this guide will walk you 
through the kind of questions to ask 
yourself when determining the goals for 
your bottomland sites. 
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How to Use: the Appendices

putting the forest first
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How to Use the Appendices: as a landowner

putting the forest first

• Management 
recommendations 
based on the wildlife 
you would like to see in 
your woods.

• First describes the 
habitat conditions, and 
then possible 
management strategies 
to create/enhance that 
habitat. 
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How to Use the Appendices: as a practitioner

putting the forest first
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How to Use the Appendices: as a practitioner

putting the forest first

• Step-by-step guide on 
marking timber in 
selection silviculture.

• Discusses what should be 
considered about the 
site, and then details the 
steps to mark the 
harvest.
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How to Access

putting the forest first

1. Visit foreststewardsguild.org/bottomland-hardwoods-management

2. Click on ‘plan template’ to download fillable word document, and ‘plan template 
appendices’ to download a PDF of the supporting document
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Questions?
Dakota Wagner

Southeast Region Coordinator
dakota@forestguild.org

828-771-6256

Connect With Us!

@forestguild @foreststewardsguild @forestguild www.foreststewardsguild.org

Shawn Swartz
Southeast Region Manager

shawn@forestguild.org
828-216-6470
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