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Overview

What is NRCS?
NRCS Conservation Planning 

and Resource Concerns
NRCS Programs 
Additional Resources and Tools
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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Conservation 
Planning
And 
Natural Resource 
Concerns 

How to “Speak” NRCS…
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Conservation Plan

Voluntary

Site-specific

Comprehensive

Action Oriented

Natural Resource Concern Focus

Supports Technical and Financial 
Assistance
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Natural Resource Concerns
Six Categories 

(SWAPA+E)
Soil
Water
Air
Plants
Animals
Energy

• 47 Resource Concerns Components
• Soil – 11 (Soil Erosion and Soil 

Health)
• Water – 20 (Availability, Surface 

and Groundwater Pollution)
• Air – 5 (GHG & Particulate Matter)
• Plant – 4 (Health & Productivity, 

Inv. Spp, & Wildfire)
• Animals – 5 (Shelter; Feed, Forage, 

& Water Avail.; Wildlife, Pollinator, 
& Aquatic Habitat)

• Energy – 2 (Field Ops., and 
Facilities)
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Natural Resource Concerns (aka…problems)
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Conservation Practice Standards (CPS)
 160+ National CPS

Address Natural Resource Concerns

Provide guidance for applying 
conservation technology on the land

Set the minimum acceptable level 
for application of the technology
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Silvopasture Within the 
NRCS Context

Understand Silvopasture 
within a broader sense.

Plan Silvopasture within 
the context of NRCS 
Practices and Program 
Policies.

Silvopasture as Defined by 
Academia, Partners, etc.,

National NRCS Silvopasture 
Conservation Practice Standard

State NRCS Silvopasture 
Conservation Practice Standard

NRCS Program 
Policy Related 
to Silvopasture
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NRCS 
Conservation 
Programs 
for Silvopasture
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Common to EQIP and CSP

Continuous signup…but must apply by state-
specific ranking dates 
Applicant Eligibility
Land Eligibility
Competitive
Contractual Requirements

EQIP = Environmental Quality Incentives Program

CSP= Conservation Stewardship Practices
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)

 “…NRCS’ flagship conservation program that helps farmers, ranchers and 
forest landowners integrate conservation into working lands.”

 Can address individual natural resource concerns.

 Variable contract period:  enough time to install practices.

 Flat rate payments are determined during contract development process.

 Payment made after practice is installed and certified.
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EQIP financial assistance:  
Tree & Shrub Site Prep, Tree & Shrub 
Establishment (w/ Tree Protection), Mulching, 
and Pasture & Hay Planting (prev. cropland)
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

“…is designed to compensate agricultural and forest 
producers who agree to increase their level of 
conservation by adopting additional conservation 
activities and maintaining their baseline level of 
conservation. CSP is for producers who are 
passionate about conservation and environmental 
stewardship.”
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

Must include all acres for each land use in contract.

Must meet “Stewardship Threshold” for each land use.

Five-year contract with Annual Base Payment.
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CSP Enhancements

Based on Conservation Practice Standards.

 Include additional criteria to “increase the level of 
conservation”.

Payment for “Enhancements” or practices after installation 
and certification.

Flat-rate financial assistance but usually substantially higher 
than EQIP practices.
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Enhancement Fact Sheets  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/enhancements-factsheets

Enhancement List  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-
stewardship-program/csp-enhancements-bundles-and-supplemental#Aenhancements

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/enhancements-factsheets
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/csp-enhancements-bundles-and-supplemental#Aenhancements
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/csp-conservation-stewardship-program/csp-enhancements-bundles-and-supplemental#Aenhancements
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E381A 
Silvopasture to 
improve wildlife 
habitat
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EQIP 
vs 

CSP
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NRCS Certified Technical Service Providers 
(TSP)

 Technical service providers (TSPs) work on behalf of the customer to offer 
planning, design, and implementation services that meets NRCS criteria. 

 TSPs include individuals, private businesses, American Indian tribes, 
nonprofit organizations, and public agencies.

 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/technical-
assistance/technical-service-providers

 https://nrcs.my.salesforce-sites.com/FindaTSP

https://nrcs.my.salesforce-sites.com/FindaTSP
https://nrcs.my.salesforce-sites.com/FindaTSP
https://nrcs.my.salesforce-sites.com/FindaTSP
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Other Program Opportunities

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
 Administered by Farm Service Agency (FSA)
 NRCS provides Conservation Planning Assistance
 Annual payment for establishing and maintaining conservation cover.
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Partnerships for Climate Smart Commodities 
(PCSC)

 USDA is committed to supporting a diverse range of farmers, ranchers, 
and private forest landowners through Partnerships for Climate-Smart 
Commodities. This effort will expand markets for America’s climate-smart 
commodities, leverage the greenhouse gas benefits of climate-smart 
commodity production, and provide direct, meaningful benefits to 
production agriculture, including for small and underserved producers.

 USDA is investing more than $3.1 billion for 141 projects through this effort 
and all the projects require meaningful involvement of small and 
underserved producers.
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PCSC – https://www.usda.gov/climate-solutions/climate-smart-commodities

https://www.usda.gov/climate-solutions/climate-smart-commodities
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Additional  
Resources
and Tools
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National Agroforestry Center (USFS)
 https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac/

https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nac/
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Other Groups

State Agencies
Academic Institutions (Colleges, Universities, 
and Centers)
Non-Governmental Organizations 
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Tools

How to plant a tree…

FOTG https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/

Plants DataBase https://plants.usda.gov/home

Web Soil Survey https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/
https://plants.usda.gov/home
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
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Questions???
JOE.ALLEY@USDA.GOV

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary 
by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form 
or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

mailto:Joe.alley@usda.gov
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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