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 National Agricultural Library 

 DigiTop  
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 Search Strategies 

 Wrap-up 

Agenda 



Established in 1862 

by President Lincoln 

with the signing of 

the Organic Act 

which created the 

U.S. Department of 

Agriculture 

National Agricultural Library 

NAL 





 Contact us with your questions: 
 E-mail: agref@usda.gov or 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question  

 

 Phone: (301) 504-5755 

 

 Visit in person - 10301 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 

Customer Services Unit 
 

Customer Services 
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Agricultural Law Information 
Partnership supports the dissemination of 
agricultural and food law information to 
consumers, researchers and legal 
professionals. 

 

Alternative Farming Systems  (AFSIC) 
specializes in identifying resources about 
sustainable food systems and practices in 
support of USDA's effort to ensure a 
sustainable future for agriculture and 
farmers worldwide. 

 

Animal Welfare (AWIC) is mandated by 
the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) to provide 
information for improved animal care and 
use in research, testing, and teaching. 

 

National Invasive Species (NISIC): 
Gateway to invasive species information; 
covering Federal, State, local, and 
international sources. 

 

Information Centers 



 

Rural (RIC) provides services for rural 

communities, local officials, organizations, 

businesses and rural citizens working to 

maintain the vitality of America's rural areas. 

 

Food and Nutrition (FNIC) provides credible, 

accurate, and practical resources for nutrition 

and health professionals, educators, 

government personnel and consumers. 

 

Food Safety Research (FSRIO) supports the 

research community by collecting, organizing 

& disseminating food safety information in 

accordance with H R 2534 Agricultural 

Research, Extension and Education 

Reauthorization Act of 1997, SEC 615. 

 

Water and Agriculture (WAIC) collects, 

organizes, and communicates the scientific 

findings, educational methodologies, and 

public policy issues related to water resources 

and agriculture. 

Information Centers 

https://wqic.nal.usda.gov/


 

AGRICOLA  two databases: the online 

catalog and an article citation index, includes 

links to full-text when available 

• Publishers’ sites 

• NAL Digital Collections 

• Internet Archive 

 

National Agricultural Library Digital 

Collections (NALDC) digital materials and 

collections, historical publications,  U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) research, 

and more.  
 

PubAg provides full-text access to scientific 

journal articles by USDA researchers and 

more than 300,000 peer-reviewed articles 

relevant to the agricultural sciences. 
 

Ag Data Commons provides access to a 

wide variety of open data relevant to 

agricultural research. A registry for data 

already on the web and a repository for new 

data published for the first time. Currently 

home to approximately 300 datasets. 

     

  Datasets    
& Databases 



Ag Data Commons 



Farm 2 Fly  Feedstock Readiness Level (FSRL) Evaluations a catalog and archive of assessments 

of bioenergy feedstock development. The FSRL is a communication tool for evaluating production, 

market, and policy maturity of feedstocks for a particular use, specifically, alternative fuel production 

technologies.. 

 

I5k Workspace an inclusive genome portal for arthropod genome projects   interested in making use 

of our resources. Over 50 arthropod genomes are now part of the i5k Workspace. 

 

Life Cycle Assessment a catalog and archive of data, tools, and resources that support LCA for 

agriculture and related areas of research.. 

 

Long Term Agroecosystem Research The USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS) Long-Term 

Agroecosystem Research network consists of 18 Federal and university agricultural research sites 

with an average of over 50 years of history. The goal of this research network is to ensure sustained 

crop and livestock production and ecosystem services from agroecosystems, and to forecast and 

verify the effects of environmental trends, public policies, and emerging technologies.  

 

Veterinary Pest Genomics Center fosters an innovation ecosystem involving the network of 

laboratories directly linked to ARS National Program 104 (Veterinary, Medical, and Urban 

Entomology), and related locations, in a way that allows ARS to leverage its scientific talent and 

other research assets. 

     

  Datasets    
& Databases 



Search Tip 

• If you include site: in your query, Google will 

restrict your search results to the site or domain 

you specify. For example, (conservation site:.gov) 

will retrieve information from government (.gov) 

sites, and (conservation site:.edu) will find pages 

about conservation within the .edu domain. 

 

• Do not include a space between the “site:” and 

the domain. 



Welcome to DigiTop 

DigiTop 



 A service of the National Agricultural Library 

that delivers 24/7 access to users wherever you 

are and whenever you need it 

 

 Hosted, managed, and maintained by NAL 

 

 Cooperatively funded by NAL, ARS, APHIS, 

CNPP, ERS, FNS/OPS, FSIS, FAS, FS, NIFA, 

and NRCS 

DigiTop Is . . . 

What is DigiTop? 



 The USDA’s Desktop Library is provided for the 

official use of USDA employees 
 

 

 

DigiTop Is . . . 

What is DigiTop? 





Re-direct Page 



DigiTop Proxy Access 

 Send request to: DigiTopProxy@usda.gov 

 Include: 

 Name 

 Agency and location (city, state, and country) 

 Official work email address 

 Telephone number 

Proxy Access allows access to DigiTop resources 

from Internet connected devices, anywhere,  

any IP Address. 

 

Proxy Accounts must be renewed annually.* 

Proxy 



DigiTop resources are subject to copyright and/or 

are governed by licensing agreements that 

stipulate how and by whom a particular resource, 

such as a database, electronic journal, article, or 

newspaper, can be accessed and used 
 

All activities on DigiTop are subject to monitoring, 

interception, recording, capturing and disclosing by 

authorized personnel  

DigiTop Terms of Use 

Terms of Use 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=WrCXXgz-USuROM&tbnid=ThIoAGsSgGqMaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://jminfosys.com/temsuse.html&ei=RW88U5XdJKffsASFxYGgDg&bvm=bv.63934634,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFqG-SyJ5Gj-ats9QMVMY-6On1o4Q&ust=1396555938006056




DigiTop 

Databases 
(Navigator) 

Full-text 
Journals 

Directories 

BNA 

Newspapers 

Protocols 

Resources 



AGRICOLA 

 

BIOSIS Previews 

 

Environment Complete 

 

 

 
Includes links to full-text for DigiTop subscriptions and links to 

Document Delivery request form when there is no electronic 

access. 

DigiTop Bibliographic Databases 

Databases 



Birds of North 

America 

(multimedia) 

 

ProQuest Natural 

Science Collection 

 

 

DigiTop Full-Text Databases 

Databases 

Includes links to full-text for DigiTop subscriptions and links to 

Document Delivery request form when there is no electronic 

access. 



Multiple databases 
 12 active databases 

 Composite records 

 Keywords from across databases 

 Immediate visual of full-text access 

 

Citation management 
 Alerts 

 Auto-save last 30 searches 

 

 

 

 

 

DigiTop Navigator (database platform) 

Navigator 



ProQuest Natural Science Collection 

Features 
 Searches full-text 

 Trade and industry journals, reports, 

 Graphics, charts, and tables 

 

ProQuest Natural  

Science Collection 



Birds of North America 

Features 
 Life histories of over 760 bird species that breed in the U.S. and 

Canada 

 Audio 

 Maps 

 Images and video 

 

Birds of North America 



Scopus 

Features 
 Most cited 

 View cited by 

 Author evaluation tools 

 Author citation counts 

 Author alerts 

 Affiliation search 

 

Scopus 



Google Scholar 



 Over 7,000 journal titles 
 

 Journal of wildlife management   
 from 2012 to present in Wiley-Blackwell Full Collection 
 
 Human-wildlife interactions 

 from 2011 to present in Environment Complete 
 
 

 Archives of many titles from various publishers 
 

 Journal of wildlife management 
    from 2004 to 2012 ProQuest Natural Science Collection 
  

DigiTop eJournal Coverage 

eJournals 



 NewsBank 

 ~5000 newspapers 

 116 magazines 

 Economist.com 

 Wall Street Journal 

 Financial Times 

 ViewsWire 

DigiTop News Sources 

News Sources 



 Stay informed and up-to-date 

 

 Save time repeating searches 

 

 Database alerts allow you to track  
 Authors and/or subjects 

 Citations (only on Scopus) 

 

 News alerts allow you to track 
 Topics in specific regions/locales 

 

DigiTop Alerts 

Alerts 



Document Delivery Service 
 

o  Request copies of documents and borrow  

     books that aren’t available online 

 

 

 

 

 

o  Most requests filled within 2 working days 

Document Delivery 



o  If the item you need isn’t 

     in the NAL collection  

     we can still get it for you 

 

o Delivery by your method 

     of choice: email, post to  

     web, fax, or mail 

Document Delivery Service 

 

Document Delivery 



4 Ways to Submit Requests 

 DigiTop 

 

 AGRICOLA 

 

 Google Scholar 

 

 Direct Request 

Document Delivery 

https://digitop.nal.usda.gov/digitop-help/requesting-library-material  

https://digitop.nal.usda.gov/digitop-help/requesting-library-material
https://digitop.nal.usda.gov/digitop-help/requesting-library-material
https://digitop.nal.usda.gov/digitop-help/requesting-library-material
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Building Your Search Pyramid 

 

Search 
Results 

Concept 2 

Concept 1 

Searching 



Step 1: Form the statement (query) 

 Create a research statement 

 

 Frame the topic you want to investigate as 

statement or a question including the most 

important subjects (descriptors) 

  

Search 
Results 

Create a 
research 

statement 

Searching 



The Search Statement 

 Identifies  the major subject or topic you will be 

investigating  
 

 Clarifies the relationship(s) between topics 
 

Example: Wildlife responses to agriculture 

 

Searching 



Step 2: Break the statement/query 

into concept groups 

watershed* 

 

 

 

 

cropland* 

 

 

 

Search 
Results 

Break into 
concepts 

groups 

Create a research 
statement 

Searching 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=62UkYlSPyjZQvM&tbnid=OTcMIhXa4NLBHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ecotope.org/anthromes/v1/guide/croplands/&ei=H1dEU9PfJrG1sASxqYHoAg&bvm=bv.64367178,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFIW3D2--vO3svHy_Z3INSKYh7TbQ&ust=1397074028086631


Synonyms: 

Complete each concept by adding 
equivalent or more specific terms.  Adding 
more general terms will broaden the search. 

 
 E.g., wildlife or deer or birds or antelope, etc.  

 

 

Searching 



Step 3. Generate a list of synonyms 

 to complete each concept 

wetlands 

marshes 

peatlands 

playas 

bogs 

swamps 

fens 

 

 

 

Search 
Results 

Generate a 
list of 

synonyms  

Break into 
concepts groups 

Create a research 
statement 

Searching 



NAL Thesaurus 
(https://agclass.nal.usda.gov)  

Using the NALT to look at “conservation programs” 
you will find: 

Italicized terms are not preferred terms 

Used For:  

conservation programmes  

Broader Term:  

environmental programs 

Narrower Term:  

Conservation Effects Assessment Project  

Conservation of Private Grazing Land Program 

Conservation Reserve Program 

Conservation Security Program  

Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

Farmland Protection Program 

Resource Conservation and Development Program 

The Nature Conservancy 

Wetlands Reserve Program 

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

Related Term:  

conservation areas 

governmental programs and projects 

land retirement 

natural resources conservation 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Spanish:  

programas de conservación 

 

Searching 

https://agclass.nal.usda.gov/


Step 4.  Identify the 2 most important 

concepts and combine 

 Try: 

 

 watershed* or etc. 

 

 AND 

 

 cropland* or etc. 

+ 

 

Search 
Results 

Combine 
2 most 

important 

Generate a list 
of synonyms  

Break into concepts 
groups 

Create a research 
statement 

Searching 



Step 5. Examine the results and 

decide whether the results need to 

be narrowed  

 If most of the results 
are relevant, the 
search strategy 
doesn’t need another 
set to be added to 
narrow 

 

Search 
Results 

Examine 
results 

Combine 2 
most 

important 

Generate a list 
of synonyms  

Break into concepts 
groups 

Create a research 
statement 

Searching 



Step 5. Examine the results and 

decide whether the results need to 

be narrowed  
 If the results are too 

broad, add in the next 
most important set.  In 
this example you might 
add only specific crops 
you want or create a new 
set  of more specific 
terms such as runoff or 
non-point source or 
pollution. 

Search 
Results 

Examine 
results 

Combine 2 
most 

important 

Generate a list 
of synonyms  

Break into concepts 
groups 

Create a research 
statement 

Searching 



Step 6. Trouble-shooting your search 

Diagnosing the 
problem 
 Look at the results 

 See what “false drops” 
have in common 

 Fix what you can   
 Add a NOT group of 

things to exclude 

 Fix any “unfortunate” 
truncations 

 Create another set to 
define the scope of the 
search 

Search 
Results 

Trouble-
shoot 

Examine 
results 

Combine 2 most 
important 

Generate a list of 
synonyms  

Break into concepts 
groups 

Create a research 
statement 

Searching 



Step 7. Contact NAL Customer 

Service for Assistance! 

agref@usda.gov 

or 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question    

Searching 

mailto:agref@usda.gov
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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Your NAL 

• https://www.nal.usda.gov 
 

• DigiTop     https://digitop.usda.gov  

 Info/Help    DigiTop@usda.gov 

 Proxy Access Requests  DigiTopProxy@usda.gov 

 

• Customer Services 
 AgRef@libraryresearch.info 

 Phone: (301) 504-5755 

46 

Contact Us 



oDocument Delivery
 http://www.nal.usda.gov/services/request.shtml 

 Info/Help   nal-docdel@ars.usda.gov 

 Phone    (301) 504-5717 
 

 

oNAL Digital Collections  https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/ 

Contact Us 

Your NAL (cont.) 



Questions 



Other 

 Suggestions for DigiTop more useful to you 

 

 Reminders 

 Online training and tutorials 

 DigiTop Help pages 



Thank You! 



Tanya Tanner (presenter) 

 Technical Information 
Specialist 

 tanya.tanner@ars.usda.gov  

 (301) 504-6301 

 

 

Contact Us 

For assistance with NAL/DigiTop services and resources 

 
 National Agricultural Library 

 10301 Baltimore Avenue 

 Beltsville, MD 20705 

 

 Phone: (301) 504-5755 

 Email: http://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question 

Wayne Thompson (presenter) 

• Reference Librarian 

 
• wayne.thompson@ars.usda.gov  

• (301) 504-6041 

 

 


