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Non Ruminant Grazing/Stocking

Why?
Differences in livestock foraging
Suite of Conservation Practices
Examples
Research
Resources



Why Pasture for all types of Livestock and Poultry?

Increasing Consumer demand for:
– Non-GMO feeds
– Antibiotic Free
– Grass fed
– Nutritional differences in pastured raised meat
– Humane treatment (ex.  Certified Humane)
– Organic (Pending Rule Change, requiring year long outdoor access)



Certified Humane



Consumer Demand

http://www.agmrc.org/commodities-products/livestock/poultry/pastured-poultry-
profile/

http://www.agmrc.org/commodities-products/livestock/poultry/pastured-poultry-profile/


National Organic Final Rule

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/19/2017-00888/national-
organic-program-nop-organic-livestock-and-poultry-practices



Research showing differences in meat quality..

In fact, more and more research is 
showing that cattle, pigs and poultry raised 
on their natural pasture and grass-based 
diets yield meat that is:     
• lower in total fat and calories, 
• higher in good fats like Omega 3’s, 
• more concentrated with antioxidants 

such as vitamins E, C and beta-
carotene, 

• increased levels of other disease-
fighting substances

http://www.americangrassfed.org/



Differences in Livestock Digestive Systems



R.R. Hoffman





Resource Concerns



NRCS Assistance

Voluntary
Addresses Resource Concerns
Staff provides Technology Transfer AND
Staff and Land Managers Exchange Technology



Systems to address resource concerns



Systems to address resource concerns





Resource Concerns





Suite of Conservation Practices

Heavy Use Area Protection (561)
Vegetated Treatment Area (635)
Silvopasture (381)
Watering Facility (614) 
Fence (382)
Livestock Shelter Structure (576)
Diversion (362)
Roof Runoff Structure (558)
Cover Crop (340)
Mulch (484)
Nutrient Management (590)

Considering a new standard for Management



Not Prescribed Grazing



Existing Fact Sheet from CIG







Potential Practice



http://cestanislaus.ucanr.edu/files/233216.pdf



Rodale Hog System

https://rodaleinstitute.org/our-work/livestock/organic-hog-facility/







Predators 

White Oak Pastures      Bluffton, Georgia



Research



http://www.sare.org/Learning
-Center/Bulletins/Profitable-
Pork/Text-Version/Resources



https://cefs.ncsu.edu/field-research/alternative-swine-unit



https://cefs.ncsu.edu/portfolio_tags/outdoor-hog-production/



CEFS



CEFS



CEFS





CEFS





NCAT/ATTRA



Polyface literally backed into the pig business many 
years ago as a way to build compost. When we feed 
hay to the cows, they eat and lounge in a pole shed 
that we bed down with wood chips, sawdust, and 
old hay to absorb the excrement. This bedding 
ferments in the anaerobic conditions created by the 
heavy cows walking on it. Added corn ferments and 
offers a tasty salary for pigs to aerate the bedding–
hence PIGAERATOR. The oxygenation turns the 
entire deep bedding into a compost pile, which is 
the backbone of the farm’s fertility program. During 
the summer and fall, the pigs are in special 
savannah pastures rotated every few days with 
electric fence.

Polyface Farms  Pigaerator Pork



From Introduction to Permaculture    Bill Mollison



Fences



Enhancing Standards
NRCS National Technical Support Centers are available to help States with existing or new 
standards.



Farm Examples See Handout



Science and Technology Library

http://conservationwebinars.net/



YouTube



Troy Bishopp “The Grass Whisperer” Deansboro NY

Questions?
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