& Recommended Video Tools & Equipment from

Webinar: Teaching with Video, sponsored by the Association of Natural
Resource Extension Professionals.

Dr. Sanford Smith shared several tools he uses for video production:

Hardware

Caveat: Dr. Smith hesitates to recommend specific models of equipment for many
reasons, Mostly, because whatis best will depend on the phone and model number. AND
the budget the person has

e iPhone — Used for filming all his educational videos.
e Tripod — Emphasized the importance of a sturdy, heavy tripod for stable video.
o Preferred brand: Monfrotto.
o The heaverthe more stable, those with fluid heads for video are best. | carry
my tripod in a backpack when | head into the woods to work.
e Camera Clip — Used to mount the phone to the tripod.
o Lavalier Microphones (Lapel Mics):
o Wired mic — Initially used for reliability.
o Wireless mic set by Rode — Preferred for interviews; includes dual mics and a
receiver compatible with smartphones.
Dead Cat Wind Cover — Used to reduce wind noise during outdoor filming.
If someone wants to do videos with two people, they need to purchase a
double set of mics for recording interviews.

Software

e Adobe Premiere Rush — Used for video editing; described as user-friendly and sufficient
for most educational video needs.

e Adobe Express (mentioned) — May have replaced Rush in some setups, with video
editing capabilities.

& Video Series

e Learn Now Videos — A series created by Dr. Smith for Penn State Extension, focusing
on short, educational content.

e Trail Cameras Video — Mentioned as his favorite and most recent video, used to
document wildlife.

Videos from Dr. Smith-



Sign up for our free digital newsletter from the Pennsylvania State University
Forestry and Wildlife Extension Team: https://extension.psu.edu/forestry-team-
sign-upand watch our educational videos about a multitude of forestry and wildlife
topics: https://extension.psu.edu/forestry-videos Lots of great forestry and wildlife

articles and publications can also be found here
too: https://extension.psu.edu/resources-for-woodland-owners-and-managers
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