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https://arceneauxpest.com/formosan-
termite-damage-in-baton-rouge/

“Known in China 
as the house white 
ant” 



Coptotermes formosanus - Formosan 
subterranean termite

• Arrived to southeast USA in 1950’s

• Readily transports in wood material (e.g., railway ties)

• Causes ~$300 million annually (Suszkiw 1998)



https://hiig.com/xterminator-pro/risk-management/map-of-counties-in-the-southeast-u-s-
with-confirmed-infestations-of-formosan-subterranean-termites-2/

https://hiig.com/xterminator-pro/risk-management/map-of-counties-in-the-southeast-u-s-with-confirmed-infestations-of-formosan-subterranean-termites-2/
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Insect Identification
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Insect Identification

• Colony ratio of soldiers to workers: 5-10% C. formosanus soldiers



Formosan termites are found in humid areas!



•Signs and symptoms



Insect Identification







Can Formosan termites attack living trees?







•Signs and symptoms



Tree species Formosan termite is likely to be found in

• 1 - Quercus nigra – water oak

• 2 - Carya illinoinensis - pecan

• 4 - Ulmus americana – American elm

• 5 - Liquidambar styraciflua – Sweet gum

• 6 - all other trees 

• In reference to water oak: “Largely due to the hollow cavity that 
forms as the pith and heartwood decay, this tree is tailor made for the 
Formosan [termite]”

Thanks to Scott Courtright from Trinity Tree Service in Baton Rouge, LA for this list



The Grey



Licensure

State Requirements to obtain termite license in each state
License 
Catergory

SC
Prove two years of verifiable experience in catergory 7A (Industrial, Institutional, Structural, and Health-
Related Pest Control). The two years may be covered by a college degree in a life science. 7A

GA
Prove two years of verifiable experience in WDO catergory, one year of which can be a college degree that 
must be approved by the state 30

FL

Prove three years of verifiable experience in the pest control industry before you can test for the WDO 
certificate. You have to have a certificate in order to get a license. It is possible to hire a certified operateor with 
the WDO category then apply for a license with the FL DOA

Wood Decaying 
Organism -

LA

Prove four years of verifiable experience within the last six years (in LA or another state). A  degree from an 
accredited four-year college with a major in entomology or 12 credits in entomology and one of experience is 
also acceptable. 

Structural Pest 
Control -
Termite and 
other WDO 
Control

TX
Prove three years of verifiable experience in WDO catergory. All three years may be covered by a college degree 
in entomology, forestry, landscape architecture, agronomy, environmental science, horticulture, etc.  

Structural Pest 
Control 
Applicator -
Termite Control

NC

License applicants must be certified (see Certified Applicator section) in the phase(s) in which licensing is 
desired and have two years experience in the appropriate phase(s) of structural pest control. A degree from a 
recognized college or university with training in entomology, sanitary or public health engineering, or related 
subjects may substitute for experience in the structural pest control industry.

Structural Pest 
Control 
Operator -
Phase W

* WDO stands for Wood 
Decaying Organism



Licensure – South Carolina
“Dr. Chase, your company’s current Category 3 Turf & Ornamental license 
will more than suffice.

Regards,

Mike

Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Deputy Director

Clemson University

Regularly Services – CID”



Licensure – Louisiana
“The treatment of termites in trees in Louisiana falls under the Commercial Pesticide
Applicator Catergory 3 - Ornamental and Turf Pest Control. A pesticide certification andlicense in 
Louisiana is required of persons who treat pests of trees for a fee.
This type of pesticide application is not considered structural pest control and thereforedoes not 
require a contract.”
--
Harry Schexnayder
Pesticide and Environmental Programs
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry
5825 Florida Blvd, Suite 3003
Baton Rouge LA 70806
225-925-3763



The Grey

Turf & Ornamental license for LA and SC

Structural Wood-decaying 
Organism License



Trophallaxis - the exchange of food, liquid or 
other materials between social organisms





Treatment

•Fipronil



Treatment
• Active Ingredient: Fipronil

• Soil drench 0.06% (.8 oz / gallon H2O)

• Foliar application 0.06% (.8 oz / gallon H2O)



Treatment

4 gallons per 10 linear feet measured as the circumference 



Treatment
• Is a foaming agent required?

• 0.125% (1.6 oz / gallon H2O)



Efficacy

•Can provide 
multiple years of 
protection BUT 
needs to be 
monitored 



Monitoring


