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TODAY: 
REVIEW 4 KEY CHOICES
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WHY DO CASE STUDIES?
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POSSIBLE GOALS



POSSIBLE GOALS
a) Providing scientifically valid data to evaluate 

whether conservation practices actually work
b) Demonstrating to USDA leadership and 

Congress that our programs have positive 
impacts

c) Proving to skeptical farmers that 
conservations practices will benefit them

d) Helping farmers understand the pros and 
cons associated with adopting a conservation 
practice



OUR FOCUS TODAY



CASE STUDIES AS 
OUTREACH TOOL

STRENGTHS

http://elitetrack.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/strength_training.jpeg





PICKING CASE STUDY FARMS
PRINCIPLES  (outreach use)
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WHAT TO INCLUDE?



WHAT TO INCLUDE?



CONTEXT



CONTEXT: WHY



OUTCOMES
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OUTCOMES
Economics 

http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/x/economics-tags-cloud-17240736.jpg



OUTCOMES

Social
W.T. Robinson.  2013. DOI: 10.5772/55472



BROADER ISSUES
Pay Attention to (and Write About):





EXAMPLES (from the internet)

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/farm/conservation/case-studies/on-ground-implementation



Strengths:



http://www.soilsforlife.org.au/case-studies.html



22 CASE STUDIES



DETAILED CONTENT
• Introduction
• Farm Profile
• Motivating problem, 

process of change
• Details on each practice
• OUTCOMES

• Environmental
• Economic
• Social (labor)

• Discussion of factors 
influencing success, 
generalizability

FORMATS
• Text, pictures, graphs
• Downloadable report
• Videos

STRENGTHS
• Suite of case studies
• Different 

• Levels of detail
• Formats



https://www.reacchpna.org/mission/extension/reacch-case-studies/

FARMER TO FARMER CASE STUDIES 





DETAILED CONTENT
• Introduction
• Farm profile
• Motivating problem
• Process – learning, 

experimenting, adaptation
• Details on practice (& 

equipment)
• Benefits

• Production
• Environmental
• Economic

• Challenges
• Managing Risk
• New directions

STRENGTHS
• Visual
• Different layers of detail
• Explains complications, process
• Farmer voice



http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=KYF_Compass_Case_Studies.html



USDA KYF Case Studies

• Brief profiles of success stories

• Little detail on outcomes

• No discussion of complications

• No links to additional resources

• Not really aimed at farmers









NOBODYS PERFECT:
Potential Limitations of Case Studies



SUMMARY



SUMMARY



QUESTIONS?
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